PASTOR’S  REPORT





Pastor Evelyn Dahlke

March 2009

· Attended “Sharing” Ministries meeting at Gustavus Adolphus
· Visitation of homebound/hospital/rehab. – 11
· Met with Arlys and Liz about Senior’s Activities – took over leadership of the Senior’s Activities for the year.  Discussed with seniors changing the meeting day from Tuesday to Wednesday, sending personal invites, changes in planned activities after April.  Picked up Bingo game for seniors
· Attended Mission Developer’s Lunch/Meeting at Living Presence in Blaine 
· Meeting with Bishop’s Associate, Glendy Scully, at Synod Office 
· Prepared for/Lead Bible Study/Meeting of Ruth Circle, participated in Priscilla Circle

· Attended North Conference Pre-Assembly Gathering at GA
· Study & Reading – prep for sermons & preaching, also prep for leading Bible studies and Sunday School
· Luther Seminary Bookstore – picked up communion supplies, ordered and picked up books for book reading group/ met with Reading Group to set up date and disburse/receive payment for books/ prepared for first Book Reading Group meeting
· Met with Jennifer to lay out plans for Spirituality Retreat at Harriet Alexander Nature Center, April 25, 9:30 -1:30.  Ordered and obtained materials to plan the retreat.  Began making preliminary plans for the retreat.  Read Gathered In The Word by Norvene Vest, and Psalms For Praying:  An Invitation To Wholeness by Nan Merrill, began to study The Retreat Leaders Manual by Nancy Ferguson and Kevin Witt, perused several CD’s to identify music for Retreat 
· Facility Planning Team meeting-2x
· Financial Planning Team meeting-1x
· Meeting with Spiritual Director-1x
· Meeting with Pastoral Counselor-2x
· Meeting with Dave Raymond-2x
· First Communion Class – prepared materials, sent out invitations/talked with parents, led class, displayed banners for worship

· Participated in/led Lenten Wednesdays sermons and Bible study
· Taught Youth Sunday School

· Luther Park Board Meeting

· Recruited members for Finance Team at request of one of the team members

· Staffing/s
· Met with LSS about forming “Caregiver’s Ministry”

· Made chocolate for Lenten study
· Planned/prepared visual aids/led children’s sermons for several Lenten Sundays

· Cleaned up ashes at Lowry site

· Continued to organize the NE Community Art Show for April in the sanctuary.  Contacted participating artists with details.  Planned for silent auction of art
· Met with Jennifer to discuss space needs for VBS and Arts Blast (both happening in same time frame)

· Met with Kathy Munson and Penny Hinderaker to discuss children’s art for art show,2x
· Started talking with a person at Two Twelve Pottery and ended up inviting her to church along with the person working the checkout.  An artist was there dropping off some work, and I invited her to check out the art shows we have coming up at Northeast Community.  Gave them my cards.
· Worked with Dean in moving forward with Confirmation Curriculum
· Met with Trichelle to plan her involvement in at NEC for Spring Semester. 
· Met with Contextual Leadership group at seminary to help plan next year’s program

· Contacted Luther Park to set up more details for VBS.

· Contacted Luther Park to set up details about Family Retreat Weekend.

· Phone & Pastoral care all days of week, any hours of day, sent cards to Elizabeth Nelson,the Dahlbergs, Hazel Pederson, met to counsel two members
· Began working with Rebecca Sonderup on planning NE Community Garage Sale, possibly in May at south campus
· Consulted with Kathy Munson in planning Basket Fundraiser for camp scholarships

· Consulted with Kathi Lee in planning for Lenten Soup Suppers

· Consulted with Kathi Lee about Continental Easter Breakfast

· Consulted with Penny Hinderaker about Youth Palm Sunday Breakfast
· Writing Spirit article and blurbs for Spirit

· Oversaw Prayer Chain activity

· Attended “Congregational Toolkit 2” – Guiding Mission and Ministry in Anxious Times by Dr. Peter L. Steinke:  Leading with Vision and Values at Westwood Lutheran Church, March 7th.  Read books by Peter Steinke, How Your Church Family Works:  Understanding Congregations As Emotional Systems, Healthy Congregations:  A Systems Approach, Congregational Leadership In Anxious Times:  Being Calm and Courageous No Matter What
· Text Studies

· Picked up some “new/used” activities for 4+ room

· Read Amish Grace:  How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy by Donald B. Kraybill, Steven M. Nolt, and David L. Weaver-Zercher. Much preaching and teaching is about “forgiveness” and 2/3rds of this book dealt with the topic of “forgiveness” in general
· Met with Craig to begin planning for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter worship

· Coordinated details with Joel Legred for Luther Park Sunday at NEC

· Consulted with Deb Ott-Hager about sharing spirituality retreat.  Invited members of Gustavus Adolphus and Mt. Carmel to participate.

